MUHARRAM

VIRTUES, PRACTICES, ESTABLISHING THE VIRTUES OF THE ENTIRE AHL-UL-BAYT,
CLARIFYING THE MISCONCEPTIONS AROUND KARBALA
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1. BACKGROUND: MUHARRAM & ITS SIGNIFICANCE

The name Muharram is an Islimic name, contrary to the other Islamic months, as their names have
remained as they were in the days of ignorance. Muharram was referred to as Safar Al-Awwal. Allah
JE50eL changed the name to Muharram once Islaim had come. Therefore, this month is referred to as
the month of Allah J&&L.

Sayyiduna Aba Hurayrah £e8is; narrates that Rasalullah Jas.deifle said, “The most virtuous fasts after
the fasts of Ramadhan are those of the month of Muharram.™

Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas Zedi; narrates, “Rasalullah Jz54%4e came to Madinah and saw the Jews fasting
on the day of Ashura, i.e. 10 Muharram. He asked them about it. They said, “This is a good day, this is the
day on which Allah rescued the Bani Isra’il from their enemy. Thus, Masa 32 fasted on this day.”
Rasalullah 44 said, “We have more right over Miisa MZlae than you. ” So he Jz5.&4{(e fasted on
this day and ordered the Muslims to fast on that day.™

Note: One is encouraged to add a fast to the tenth, either before it or after it. Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn
‘Abbas £edi; reports that Rasalullah ;,\Ljuc il said, “Fast on the day of Ashard’, and oppose the Jews.
Fast one day before it or one day after it.”

It is quite interesting to note that on one occasion after Hajj, Sayyiduna Mu’awiyah Lediss; visited
Madinah Munawwarah and the Day of Ashira’ had come, he was fasting on the day. He addressed the
people from the pulpit and said, “O people of Madinah, where are your men of knowledge? I heard
Rasalullah JzaEi{e say, “This is the day of Ashara’, Allah has not made fasting obligatory, i.e. fard, but

I am fasting. Whoever wishes can fast and whoever wishes need not fast.™

Hafiz Ibn Hajar {4z says, “The context of the narration seems to indicate that Sayyiduni Mu’awiyah
Ledlss felt that the people were not showing this fast its due importance. He therefore enquired as to

where were the scholars?
2. PRACTICES

There are a number of legitimate practices in Islam that one can and should engage in on this day.
Rasalullah A E4ie is reported to have said, “Whoever expands his expendlture on his family on the
day of Ashiira’, Allah (G582 will expand his sustenance for the rest of that year.”

' Sahth Muslim, 1163
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A great Muhaddith, Sufyan Ibn Uyaynah said, “I have been doing this for fifty to sixty years and

have always seen its benefit.”
3. THE VIRTUES OF THE ENTIRE AHL-UL-BAYT

The Ahl-ul-Bayt hold an extremely high position in Islam and this is the belief of the Ahl-us-Sunnah wal
Jama’ah. The Ahl-ul-Bayt refers to a significant number of people, not just five, as is commonly fed by the
Shia to the unwary or ignorant * The Ahl—ul—Bayt refers to the spouses of Rasulullah JZ54€4{(o, the sons
and daughters of Rasulullah Jas:8e45le, the uncles and aunts of Rasulullah 4Z54E4{(e and in broader
terms, the Banu Hashim. In fact, Rasulullah Jz54€5{(% used the words Ahl-ul-Bayt for his spouse Umm-
ul-Muminin Ayesha Gzdi;, as narrated in Sahih Al-Bukhari.”

A core text covering the belief structure of Muslims is Al-Aqidah At-Tahawiyyah. This work states
regarding the Ahl-ul-Bayt of Rasulullah Jsaedic
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Whoever speaks well of the companions of Rasulullah 75554z and his wives and children, indeed he is
free from hypocrisy.”

The Hadith books of the Ahl-us-Sunnah wal Jama’ah contain a plethora of authentic narrations regarding
the high rank and virtue of the Ahl-ul-Bayt in general as well as the specific virtues for the members of the
blessed household, with their names and titles. This itself shows that the Ahl-us-Sunnah wal Jama’ah love,

honour, respect and revere the entire household and family of Rasulullah Jz54%5{(%. The narrators of

these Ahadith were none other than the Sahabah #24iss. This illustrates that the Sahabah #2dis; had an
extremely high level of respect, love and honour for the household of Rasulullah dcskdie, in that they

7 Lat@’if Al-Ma’arif p.113
¥ The question should be put to the unwary and the Shi’a; why do they exclude the mother of Sayyidatina Fatima
Gediis, i.e. Sayyidatina Khadija Gediss; from the Ahl-ul-Bayt? Why do they exclude the brother of Sayyiduna ‘Ali
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Ledis, i.e. Sayyiduna Ja’far 2245 from being Ahl-ul-Bayt? Why do they exclude the biological daughter of
Sayyidah Fatimah Gediss, i.e. Sayyidatina Umm-Kulthim Gediss;, wife of Sayyiduni ‘Umar £24s;, from being
Ahl-ul-Bayt? Why do they exclude Sayyid-ush-Shuhada Sayyiduna Hamza £24is;? Hence we learn that they only
‘respect’ and ‘love’ a selected few from the Ahl-ul-Bayt and portray this as the whole. The Ahl-us-Sunnah wal
Jama’ah must be aware and clearly know, understand and state that they love the entire Ahl-ul-Bayt and all the
Sahabah #ediss.
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http://hadithportal.com/show.php?show=show_tragem&id=720

narrated their virtues as they heard it directly from Rasulullah J&5.54(%; there was never any ill-feeling,
dislike or animosity between the blessed family of Rasulullah J&54%4le and the Sahabah ez, In
addition to this being false and absurd, it also clashes with a verse of the Noble Qur’an, where Allah

ynu

QSR states, ‘merciful amongst themselves’.

Sayylduna Bara’ 24l narrates, “I saw Rasalullah Jz5aEd{e whilst Hasan Ibn ‘Ali was on his shoulders
and he 454 L4 said, “O Allih indeed I love him, You also love him.”™

Sayyiduna Aba Bakrah 1,3\’_59 narrates, “I saw Rasilullih 155:%45{(% on the pulpit whilst Hasan Ibn ‘Ali
was at his side, he ;\ijam&p was sometimes advising the people and looking at him, i.e. Sayyiduna Hasan
Ibn ‘Al Ledis;. He A48 was saying, “Indeed this son of mine is a leader (Sayyid), hopefully Allih

»13

will reconcile two great groups of Muslims by means of him.

This narration manifested in practical form when Sayyiduna Hasan Ibn ‘Ali £2&is; made reconciliation
and signed a treaty with Sayyiduna Mu’awiyah &4, handing over the Khilafat and rule of the Muslim
Ummah over to him. It was a year of unity, referred to in history as ‘am-ul-jama’ah. Those who had clung
onto Sayyiduna Hasan Ibn ‘Ali &4 for political and worldly gain had abandoned him and had even
attacked him after this incident.

Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Umar &4 narrates that Rasalullah Jas el said, “Indeed Hasan and Husayn are my

two flowers of the world.”

The Ahl-us-Sunnah wal Jama’ah recite the names of the family members of Rasulullah 1.4 during
the Jumu’ah Khutbah, with their virtues, as detailed in the authentic Hadith. This weekly mention of
their names and virtues is a clear indication of their love, respect and honour for the blessed household of

Rasulullah ;;\Ljdéil\go

In every Salah, and every time a Muslim recites Salawat upon Rasulullah 4%, the family of
Rasulullah JZ5.€4{> are mentioned and are included in the salutations being sent upon them.
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The scholars of the Ahl-us-Sunnah wal Jama’ah have made great effort in gathering and compiling the
different forms of Salawat upon Rasulullah Jc5e{e and his blessed family and companions. We have
the well-known Salat & Salam book - compiled by Shaykh ul Hadith Maulina Muhammad Zakariyya
&5, this is recited by many Muslims in different parts of the world. Jazuli £i%5 compiled Dalail-ul-
Khayrat, Sakhawi i3z compiled Al-Qawl Al-Badi’ as well as many others.

The Ahl-us-Sunnah wal Jama’ah name their children after the spouses and blessed children of Rasulullah
Jz54&4{ie. This shows their love and respect for these great individuals. How many times we meet a set
of twins named Hasan & Husayn? In a like manner, the Ahl-us-Sunnah wal Jama’ah should endeavour to
name their Masajid and Madaris after the noble family members of Rasulullah dosakdle.

" Sarah Al-Fath 48:29
* Bukhiri & Muslim
" Bukhari
“* Tirmidhi
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We find that Rasulullah J%5.4fle married Umm-ul-Mu’minin Umm Habibah Gediss, the sister of
Sayyiduna Mu’awiyah &4, from the Banu Umayyah. Rasulullah sl married off two of his
daughters to Sayyiduna Uthman £2&is;, from the Banu Umayyah. This clearly indicates that there was
great love that existed between the Banu Hashim and the Banu Umayyah.

4. CLARIFYING THE MISCONCEPTIONS AROUND KARBALA

}/)

During the month of Muharram, the martyrdom of Sayyiduna Husayn Ibn ‘Ali £ediss is discussed in
great detail and a number of people resort to deviated practices thinking that this is all done out of love for
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Sayyiduna Husayn Ibn ‘Ali £e4isz;.

If we study these practices in the light of the Noble Qur’an and the authentic Sunnah, one will find that
they are baseless customs and innovations that carry no reward and serve as an anti-thesis of the love for
Ahl-ul-Bayt. For example, during Muharram, people in Iran, Iraq and other parts of the world resort to
beating themselves, stabbing themselves, cutting themselves and causing one and all to bleed and cry. We
ask those who do this to kindly explain to us where this is established from, was this the practice of the
Ahl-ul-Bayt? It is quite astonishing to note that based upon an emotional lecture of lies and deception,
how highly intellectual people and professionals would resort to such lowly deeds.

Taking the discussion slightly further, we find that in the emotional lectures and outbursts of Shia
lecturers regarding the Karbala incident, one is fed a significant amount of lies and distortions of the
incident that had transpired. We cannot revisit the lands and plains where Sayyiduna Husayn Ibn ‘Ali
Zediiz; was martyred in this brief discourse, but we can ask you to consider a number of narrations, from
the books of the Muslims, as well as the Shi’a. Think over them, think over them deeply, and see the
deception and emotional outbursts that come from the Shi’a and you will realise that the Shi’a simply
cover up their crime of killing Sayyiduna Husayn Ibn ‘Ali &£z, by their false whipping up of emotions
and have played a great role in filling the books of history with their lies and cover ups of the incident. We
call on one and all to think for themselves in the light of the following narrations and see and realize the
terrible plot of the Shi’a in this regard,

‘Abdur-Rahman Ibn Abi Nu’m narrates that he heard from Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar &&giss
when a person (from Kufa) asked him about a Muhrim, i.e. one in Ihram. Shu’bah says, I think the
person asked about the ruling for killing a fly.” Upon this, Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar &5 said,
“The people of Iraq ask me about the ruling on killing a fly, whereas they had killed the grandson of
Rasalullah Jz54&4{e. Rasalullah said about them, “They are my flowers of the world.”"’

This narration of Sahih Al-Bukhari establishes that the great Sahabi, Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar
&=z had clearly stated who the killers of the grandson of Rasalullzh sl were, i.e. the people of
Iraq, specifically the treacherous people of Kufa.

When we look at the Shi’a books in this regard, we find that it affirms the statement of Sayyiduna
‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar &&dis;, the Shi’a of Kufa had attested to their crime of killing the grandson of
Rasalullah ;:\2543211&4 and to this day, they cry and beat themselves to put on a show and throw the blame

on others.

s Bukhari
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May Allah (&S558 allow us to see the truth, save us and our progeny from deviation and let us live with
true iman, die with true iman and resurrect us with true iman in the company of Rasalullih Jza ke,

the Ahl-ul-Bayt, the Sahabah #2&is and the pious. Amin
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